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MGA at the UN attended first UN World Oceans Conference 

World Oceans Day, June 8th stands as an annual reminder for the world to protect, honor and 

conserve the oceans across the globe. This year, World Oceans Day marked the commencement of 

the first Oceans Conference at the United Nations. In celebration, a three-hour event featuring 

speakers ranging from world-renowned ocean experts and explorers, representatives from coastal 

communities, celebrities, and voices from current and future generations was held in order to raise 

awareness and highlight the beauty and fragility of the oceans. The active presence of United 

Nations member states demonstrated their commitment to promoting the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14, conserving our world’s oceans. 

The speakers shared impactful experiences and wisdom. Quotes include: 

 It is a "heartbreak to be a witness of this degradation...we are up against some monumental 

challenges"- Fabian Cousteau, Ocean Conservationist, and Documentary Filmmaker 

 "We are all connected to the sea and tied to its fate; listen to the ocean and hear what it's 

saying to us"-Brian Skerry, National Geographic Photographer 

 We must ask ourselves, "Do we have the courage to face the realities of our time and allow 

ourselves to feel deeply enough that it transforms us and our future?"-Chris Jordan, Artist, 

Photographer, Filmaker "Midway" 

 "Reasons for hope? I am looking at it right now...now is the time to make a difference"-Sylvia 

Earle, Marine Biologist, Explorer, Author, and Lecturer 

Watch: 

http://webtv.un.org/search/the-ocean-conference-5-to-9-june-2017-celebration-of-world-oceans-

day/5464989954001?term=ocean%20conference&languages=&sort=date 

 

Member States at the UN Reaffirm Commitments to Water at Third Special Thematic Session  

July 20th marked the Third Special Thematic Session on Water and Disasters entitled, ‘ Adaptation to 

Climate Change, Boosting Financing and Investment, and Advancing Science and Technology’. This 

session was convened under resolution A/RES/71/222 of the General Assembly marking and 

International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018 -2028 and recalls and 

reaffirms commitments of UN Member States to take steps to achieve internationally agreed goals in 

relation to water including the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, as well as relevant 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

Solving water related issues is critical for sustainable development, as  “lack of access to safe 

drinking water sources, basic sanitation and sound hygiene, water-related disasters, water scarcity 

and water pollution will be further exacerbated by urbanisation, population growth, desertification, 

drought and other extreme weather events and climate change” (A/RES/71/222). Within the 

opening session of the meeting, Mr Wu Hongbo, the Under Secretary General for Economic and 
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Social Affairs stated, “ I am convinced that these initiatives, combined with other ongoing actions by 

the UN system , the business and civil society, will help induce and multiply innovative solutions to 

the water and disaster challenge. Water is life. Water is livelihood. Water is the bloodline of the 

ecosystem and water is future. Let us value and treasure it, as we value and treasure our children.” It 

is imperative that we take these statements to heart, not lose hope and use them as tools for 

advocacy to hold governments accountable.  

 

MGA at the UN attended  the High-Level Political Forum 

The High-Level Political Forum is the primary platform for Member State Delegations and members 

of Civil Society to review their commitments and progress of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. Each year, the HLPF will act as a follow-up mechanism for specific Sustainable 

Development Goals to be reviewed in depth in order to provide guidance and leadership, as well as 

discuss challenges and recommendations associated with achieving the goals. In addition, as per 

paragraph 84 of the 2030 Agenda, Member States agreed to conduct Voluntary National Reviews 

each year. This year, 43 countries presented their outcomes. It is in the hope that through extensive 

reviews of the goals, both broad and on a national level, in addition to creating an inclusive setting 

for stakeholders to contribute their input, countries will be able to better facilitate the integration of 

social, environmental, and economic factors into their own agendas.  

The theme of the forum was “Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world” 

Delegates and relevant stakeholders convened from July 10th-19th at the UN Headquarters in New 

York to review:  

Goal 1 : End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

Goal 2 : End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture 

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation 

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development.  

In addition to the Voluntary National Reviews and reviews of the SDG’s, there were many side 

events conducted by Member State Delegations and members of Civil Society that honed in on the 

work being done at the grassroots level in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Many shared best practices, areas of collaboration, community participation and challenges they’ve 

faced. Others described whether or not NGO’s across the world were aware of the SDG’s or if their 

own countries were seeking to actualize the goals. As some of the responses to those questions 

were scattered, where do we stand two years after the implementation of Agenda 2030. It is evident 

that some progress has been made and countries continue to pledge their commitments, 



“internalizing SDG’s into their strategies and planning processes, coordinating internally and among 

ministries..At the same time, there was broad recognition that challenges and risks ahead are 

daunting (environmental  stressors, lack of social inclusion, inequality, as well as a lack of sufficient 

resources and funding, giving added weight to the need for strengthened solidarity, collaboration 

and coordinated action to ensure that no one is left behind” (President’s Summary). With continued 

collaboration between UN Member States and Civil Society Organizations we can empower those to 

advocate for their human rights, demonstrate where there is need, what has been working, and 

what can be done   

Links:  

www.2030spotlight.org/en  ( I highly recommend reading this document) 

http://webtv.un.org/search?term=HLPF&sort=date 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/16673HLPF_2017_Presidents_summar

y.pdf 

 

A New and interesting Resource 

Healing  Earth 

http://healingearth.ijep.net/ 

Recently a colleague working within the NGO sector at the UN brought our attention to a new online 

resource. Our office highly recommends this very informative and challenging online resource. 

Produced by the International Jesuit Ecology Project, Loyola University, Chicago, Healing Earth 

explores key concerns for our time through four critical lenses; Science, Ethics, Spirituality and 

Action. Divided into various chapters, this resource explores biodiversity, natural resources, energy, 

water, food and climate change. Each chapter provides well researched factual information and 

provides reflection from a human rights, spiritual and ethical lens. Significantly, the project has 

committed to updating this online resource regularly.  Each chapter provides ample opportunity to 

explore further resources online, through hyperlinks and extended reading. This resource would be 

useful in secondary schools, tertiary institutions, community advocacy groups and for individuals 

seeking to understand more about the challenges facing our earth community. The co-directors of 

the project invite all of us to become members of this ‘Healing Earth Community”. They state, ‘ The 

overall goal of Healing Earth is to help all of us grow into integral ecologists, people from every walk 

of life and region of the world who dare to imagine a healed Earth and are willing to put their hands, 

hearts and minds to the task’.   

Another Great Resource 

Last Drop Film: 

Recently shown at a meeting attended by MGA at the UN, the short film "Last Drop", displays the 

urgency of water scarcity, but also signifies the importance of encouraging and empowering young 
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people to make change. It is thought provoking and invokes multiple interpretations. To view this 

film, click here. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4yzGZIVooOQ 
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