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"The times talk to us of so much poverty in the world, and this is a scandal. In a world where there 
is so much wealth, so many resources to feed everyone, it is unfathomable that there are so many 

hungry children, that there are so many children without an education, so many poor persons. 
Poverty today is a cry."  -- Pope Francis 

 
 
This September, Pope Francis will make his first visit to the United States.  This is an historic moment 
that presents both profound challenges and opportunities for our nation. 
 
This dynamic pope has seized the imagination of millions around the globe - Catholic and non-Catholic 
alike. This is in large part because he has spoken out so forcibly about those who are poor and suffering.  
In an era where the world economy seems inexorably structured to promote greater inequalities and 
dehumanization, the Pope urges us to hear the cry of our suffering sisters and brothers. 
 
In the depths of our humanity, all of us hear this cry, and it calls forth from us our truest selves. Pope 
Francis has given us a gift, by urging us to refocus on the truth of poverty and struggle in our world, both 
in its global and local forms. He is inviting us to tap the wellsprings of compassion and goodness within 
us, and he is urging us to re-envision our societies along the lines of justice and human dignity. 
 
With millions of Americans struggling for economic survival, we need to heed Pope Francis’ call to hear 
the cry of poverty in our nation.  We believe his visit can be a spark for a renewed commitment by 
Americans of faith and conscience to actively work together toward greater social and economic justice.   
 
“The dignity of each human person and the pursuit of the common good are concerns which ought to 
shape all economic policies,” the Pope has written.  These words echo the deepest aspirations of our 
own national heritage, rooted in a vision of liberty and justice for all persons.  They also point to a way 
forward, out of the current political polarization and economic stagnation that leave many Americans 
bereft of hope and uncertain of their future.   
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May we seize the historic moment of Pope Francis’ visit to reshape our nation into one in which all 
persons have true freedom and dignity, in which the preciousness of life is affirmed in our public policies 
in which families are healthy and stable.  Let us build a society where adequate social supports, 
education, and economic opportunity empower every member of our community to flourish and 
contribute to a common good. 
 
 
 

A Vision of a Just and Compassionate Society 
 

“Politics, though often denigrated, remains a lofty vocation and one of the highest forms of 
charity, inasmuch as it seeks the common good. …  I beg the Lord to grant us more politicians who 
are genuinely disturbed by the state of society, the people, the lives of the poor!” – Pope Francis 

 

“A Place to Call Home” 
 

Housing is a fundamental human need for individuals and families to have stability and to flourish.  
A safe, decent, affordable place to live is a cornerstone of the American dream.  A just and 
compassionate vision of housing would include:   

 Policies and resources that empower households with modest incomes to obtain quality 
affordable housing and that promote home ownership for Americans of all income levels. 

 Permanent Supportive housing for Americans with special needs and those working to break the 
cycle of homelessness, as well as specialized housing to meet specific needs of veterans, at-risk 
youth, and persons with disabilities. 

 Foreclosure prevention, income supports, and crisis intervention to prevent homelessness. 
 

“A Place at the Table” 
 

In a land of plenty, we must ensure that all individuals and families have access to food.  We must 
work to make sure that private organizations and ministries work in tandem with public policies so 
that food needs are met for all Americans. 

 

“A Chance to Flourish” 
 

Work is essential to human dignity as well as necessary to individuals’ and families’ flourishing. 
Essential to the American promise is economic opportunity for all citizens.  A just and 
compassionate society would maximize opportunities for work and employment with a living wage, 
or adequate income supports for those unable to work.  Similarly, we must ensure that all children 
have access to quality education, which is a critical key to preventing homelessness and poverty. 

 

“Health and Wholeness” 
 

Healthcare is a fundamental human need and an essential component of a just society.  All 
families and individuals need access to affordable, quality, and dignified healthcare – including 
services to cover behavioral health and disabilities supports and accessibility.  We must especially 
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work to ensure that our most vulnerable citizens, whose health issues are often aggravated by 
poverty and social marginalization, have the comprehensive and integrated healthcare services they 
need to empower them to break the cycle of poverty. 

 

 “Liberty and Justice for ALL” 
 

We are a community of diverse people from all walks of life.  In building a just society of liberty and 
opportunity for all people, we need to recognize segments of our community that often face 
discrimination and marginalization, both because of social attitudes and structural obstacles.  These 
groups are often especially prone to experiencing poverty.  These include persons with physical 
disabilities or mental health challenges; persons who have been through the criminal justice system 
and are seeking re-entry into society; and immigrants of varying legal status.  We must assure that 
all services and policies maximize accessibility and inclusivity. 
 

 
 

The Work Ahead: 
Forging a Bipartisan Public Policies Agenda 

 
“Growth in justice requires more than economic growth, while presupposing such growth: it 

requires decisions, programs, mechanisms and processes specifically geared to a better distribution 
of income, the creation of sources of employment and an integral promotion of the poor which 

goes beyond a simple welfare mentality.” – Pope Francis 
 
The work to create a truly just and compassionate society is ongoing.  It requires the constant building of 
a community of hope of persons from all walks of life.  It can only happen through an engaged and 
empowered collaboration of all sectors of society:  the public sector, the private sector, the business 
community, the faith community, nonprofit and advocacy organizations, and others. 
 
In our efforts to create a just society in our nation and respond to the needs of poor Americans, the 
federal government must play an active role.  We urge our elected officials to work in a bipartisan spirit 
for the passage of substantial and effective public policies that can positively impact the lives of 
Americans struggling with poverty, hunger, and homelessness.   We believe we have a unique 
opportunity for leadership, commitment, and coordinated effort by elected officials from both parties to 
advance and pass a bipartisan Mercy and Justice Agenda.  We call on Congress and the President to act 
with leadership and courage to promote the common good and move us further toward the American 
promise of liberty and justice for all. 
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