Photosynthefisions

Photosynthetic Visionsis a research project investigating the climate emergencplants and
eco-art therapy techniques to encourage land and plant literacy among participants.

This is a sevenday reflective process, using the premise of land as pedagogy and
planthropocentric thinking. This process can be used and adapted by participants tieepen
their relationship with their local eco-system and is for those wanting tdearn how to fulfil
their ecological funcion as humars and conspire with the vegetal world.

In this research project, planthropocenic philosophy and practices are proposed as an
antidote to anthropocentric thinking and behaviour and an alternative to technological
solutions to climate change. T practical component ofPhotosyntheticVisionsinvolves skill-
building in propagating plants, observational analysis of landscapes and creative techniques
to root into the planthropocene.

There will eventually be afinal handmade version of Photosynthet Visions including more
artworks and poems by the athor.



Introduction

The next week of contemplation is basedon a different aspecif a fruiting plant each day.

This process was created in an effort to provide solace and healing from overwhelmingegr
and anxiety over the ongoingdestruction of our living earth. We are living through the sixth
mass extinction and a climate emergency that not only has dire consequences for humans but
for much of life on earth. Some of us feel this deeply yet are afteverwhelmed at the scale of
the issues at play and the complexitpf addressing them.

After spending much time researching climate change and becoming frustrated at the
slowness of governments, businesses and institutiortse make the changes necessary tavert
some of worst possible ftures on a warming planet, personally | hit a wall.

| knew all the things | should be doing as an individual to reduce ngarbon footprint, but |

had cared deeply for so long that the caring was starting to dry up and beplaced bylethargy

mixed with moments of rage. This research project became a way to rengage and get

inspired once again with the beauty of this ecaystem | find myself in.

)yl OEA DPOI AAOOh ) AEOAT OAwWhyivas) never tdught aboutthe E OO |
vegetal world?Yes,| always knew their significancebut like many others | had always focused
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are seen as bad humans. So, this is entirely naturdletnow, in the climate emergegy we find

ourselves in, this hyper focus on humanswhat humans need and what humans want is taking

us to a place of no returnUp to one million plant and animal species face extinction, many within
decades, because oftman activities This should be highly upsetting news to most people, yet,

when we talk about environmental issues, it usually comes back to avoiding human suffering

and finding technological solutions that allow us to live separate from natural rhythms and
balances.
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God was wreaking revenge on her people for some mysterious wrongdoing, Constance now knew
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change that | heard it was not God, but the rich people in the West who are doing this to us. We

are asking that they stop or reduce (their emissior#sj. Account of climate change witness
Constance Okollefrom EasternUgandadelivered at the UN Climate Summit 2009.

A carbon footprint is the total amount of greenhouse gases (including carbon dioxide and
methane) that are generated by our actions.

Do you know your carbon footprint?Or that of your workplace or organission?

Chances are, that if you live irthe United States, AustraliaUK and Canada(An English
language speaking country) you live in a place that has the highest carbon footprint per
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person carbonfootprint of 17 tonnes, followed by the US at 16.®onnes, and Canada at 15.6

I Article: 1 million species und#reat of extinction because of humans, biodiversity report finds, by Denise Chow on May 6,
2019.https://www.nbcnews.cormach/science/imillion-speciesunderthreat-extinctionbecausehumansreport-finds

ncnal002046
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3 https://www.nature.org/enus/getinvolved/howto-help/carbonrfootprint-calculator/
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tonnes.This is more than 3 times higher than the global average, which in 2017 was 4.8 tonnes
per person.

In many of the poorest countries in 8tBaharan Africaz such as Chad, Niger and the Central
African Republicz the averaCA £ T OPOET O EO AOT OT A t8uv OTTTA
times lower than the USA, Australia and Canada. In just 2.3 days the average American or
Australian emits asnuch as the average Malian or Nigerien in a year.

So really, Constance and mamythers around the world have every right to be angry at rich
people like myself Our lifestyles,love of travel,energy systemsindustriesand way of working

is literally killing people in poorer nations and will displace and kill many morewhile also

wiping out whole species in the coming decadesf we continue. We should be doing
everything we can to avert this crisischange our carbon emitting ways and try to prevent ta

extinction of one million species, over the coming decades.

O7A TAAA A xET 1 A8 8VAneedtoktbperatE ard wdtk td§diHer@ind share the
resources of the planet in a fair way. We need to start living within the planetary boundaries,
focuson equity and take a few sfes back for the sake of all living species. We need to protect the
biosphere, the air, the oceans, the soll, the forests.

This may sound very naive, but if you have done your homework then you know that we don't
have any othercchoice. We need to focus eyénch of our being on climate change, because if we
fail to do so than all our achievements and progress have been for nothBig this does not
have to be. There is still time. According to the IPCC report we are about ik yavay from
being in a pogion where we set off an irreversible chain reaction beyond human cond®l.

Z Greta Thunberg speaking at the European Economic and Social Committee, Brussels,
February 21, 2019

People like meand possibly you togneedaOx ET 1 A T Ax x Avd cahnd p@ddhdsé EE 1 C
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available.

One way of thinkingl have begunto fall in love with, is the idea of thePlanthroposcene, &

proposAA AU . AOAOEA -UAOO ET EAO OAAATeD (ndt-60OE AT A
easy) steps for life in the Planthroposcend.

Perhaps you should read this article before going any furthefsee reference below for the

link) Myers playfully proposes a way out of the Anthropocene.

O07A EAOA &1 OAIT AIi AAO OEAO xA AOA T EOGEIT C O1 AA
) Qithéto cast another spell, to call other worlds into being, to conjure other worlds within this
world. It is clear that the situation we find ourselves in now leaves us at the limits of language,

and grasping at the edges of imagination. We need art, eixpent and radical disruption to
I AAOT T OEAO xAuo 701 OAAh EAAT AT A ETIT x86

4 Article: Where in the world do people emit the most CO2? by Hannah Ritchie, October 04, 2019.
https://ourworldindata.org/pefrcapitaco2

5> Audio: "You're acting like spoiled irresponsible childigptech by Greta Thunberg, climate activist. 21/02/2019. Duration:
10:04 minutes. Copyright: Eittps://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/newmedia/videos/youreactingspoiledirresponsiblechildren
speechgretathunbergclimate-activist

5 How to grow liveable worlds: Ten (rsateasy) steps for life in the Planthroposcene by Natasha Myers,7 January 2021
https://www.abc.ret.au/religion/natashanyershow-to-grow-liveableworlds:ten-not-so-easystep/11906548

"How to grow liveable worlds: Ten (rsiteasy steps for life in the Planthroposcene by Natasha Myers,7 January 2021
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/natashmyershow-to-grow-liveable-worlds=ten-not-so-easystep/11906548
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The process created as panf this project, attempts to inhabit the Planthroposcene, by way

of art and creative expression. | ammot entirely sure in this process; | was able to avoid
anthropocentrism entirely. Planthropocentric thinking is a relatively new, rock scramble
throughbOOET AT A AO TEGCEO COEAAA AU iTiT1ECEO j AO
then this process is for you, but reallyhis process is for anyone who would like to fall in love

with plants, to get to know them a little ketter and hopefully over time, learn how to sustain

vegetal life. It involves tuning into to the plantstrees and landscapesaround you, finding joy

and solace in theirchlorophyll, green,life-giving beauty.

It was a processcreated in Summer 9 you may alsowant to alsotry this processin Summer.
Each day we will consider a different part othe plant, from the seed to the fruitand each day
| will share with you a story related to this part of the plantby a different writer. We will also
embark on an eceart activity to explore the themes and functions of this part of the plant.

Let usbeginwith a particular plant kin; Eucalyptus sideroxylon, commonly known adlugga

Ironbark or RedIronbark. To the Wiradjur people, on whose land I liveki is known asMagaa8
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In the English language, if we want to speak of ttgtgar mapk or that salamander,
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inanimate, and it is impossible in our language to seeof otherliving beings as
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something that us humans use and do what we like with.

8the languaCA 1T £ OEOho6 xEEAE AEOOAT AAOh AEOOAOPA
think is at the root of a worldview that allows us to exploit nature. And by exploit, |

mean in a way that really seriously degrades the land and the watéés

In establishing plan0 O AT A AT Ei AT O AO OEEd AT A OEET 6
ourselves as equaplayerseT A AUT AT EAh 1T EOET ¢ AAOOE OUO(
AT A GEET®O 1 AT COACA xA AOA Al 61 AEOOET CcOEOI
non-living man-made things and tle growing, breathing, sensindiving plants and

animals that once lost, cannot be replaced.
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8 Wiradjuri Plant Use in the Murrumbidgee Catchment. Compiled by Alicend/illied Tim Side Published by the Murrumbidgee
Catchment Management Authority, Wagga Wagga. Copyright © State of New South Wales, 2008.
https://archive.llsnsw.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0009/495261/archivieadjuriplantuse.pdf

SPodcast: On Being with Krista Tippett with Robin Wall KimnTérenntelligence of Plan®riginal Air Date: February 25, 2016.
Text taken from transcriptattps://onbeing.org/programs/robiwallkimmererthe-intelligenceof-plants/

10 As above.

11 As above
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finding lots of examples that people are bringing to me where this word also means

a living being of the earth.
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flying south forthewinter# 1T | A AAAE OT 11 8¢
world, we can embody our relatedness to thelh.

| have choserMagaa,to guide us through this process after much research and deliberation.
Originally, 1 chose the weed Lactuca serriola because | feel that weeds are sorely
misunderstood, but it turns out Lactuca serriolaisself-B 1 I 1T ET AOET Cwokiinghisx T O1 A
context becauseit was important to include a sectionon the pollinators. (Check the notes

section on the last page to read about weeds.)

Looking at other creature pollinator plants,led me tothinking of plants and treesindigenous

to Wiradjuri Country. The old trees who have been here on this landa long time.There are

many trees | love near my homebut there is onewho brings me so much joy and delight
whenever ki is flowering, and this of course isMagaa.+ E @dblossomsto me, aremore of a

joyful hot pink and soki always stands outon a summer walk.Our beloved and critically

endangeredRegent Honey Eater iglso a big fanAs you can see from the picture below.
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Photograph by Greg Roberts dhe natural history blog, Sunshine Caost Birds. 13

2 podcast: On Being with Krista Tippett with Robin Wall Kiemriide Intelligence of Plan®riginal Air Date: February 25, 2016.
Text taken from transcripthttps://onbeing.org/programs/robkwallkimmererthe-intelligen@-of-plants/

13 Blog:sunshinecoastbirdsA natural history blog by Greg Roberts, Sunshine Coagtalisus
http://sunshinecoastbirds.blogspot.com/2018/04¢renthoneyeaterin-spotlight. html
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Magaa is a small to mediursized tree that is endemic to eastern Australia. It has dark, deeply
furrowed ironbark, lanceshaped adult leaves, flower buds in groups of seven, white, red, pink or
creamy yelbw flowers and cugshaped to shortenedpherical fruit14
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can we as humangrich persons in the west)work with all kinds of plants to radically shiftour

own perceptions and our ecesystems to prevent the wors effects of Climate Chandge

The aforementioned athropologist, Natasha Myers asks us to name plantas our most
powerful ally.’®> Tim Flannery one of Australia's leading witers on climate change names
seaweedand large scale seaweed farmings one ohumanities best hopesfor drawing carbon
from the atmosphereto slow global warming.16

The vegetal world offers many solutionsto our contemporary problems, if only we can grow
our understanding of plants andtheir eco-systems. Sadlyunless you study sciencgecology,
agriculture, grew up with gardenerdfarmers or haveindigenous heritage, the vegetal world
is not part of our education. We are becoming plant and landscape illiteraté/hich is odd
when many of us are aware thatve owe our very existence to plats.

Plants provide humans with vital oxygen through photosynthesisand they are largely
responsible for ourfood, clothing, medicine,and shelter.This relationship is hardly onesided,

in return humans expel carbon dioxide and disperse seedso plants an reproduce and thrive.
You would think that given we owe ourexistence toplants; we would be more gratefulfor the

gifts they give usor acknowledge the partnership through understandinghem better.

The next 7 days are designed to help you connect Wwithe plantsin your neighbourhood, learn
about them and toobserve and better understand them their needs and their gifts. Myers
would call this, learning how to ceconspire with them17 and Pope Francis would consider this
to be environmental education.

Environmental education should facilitate making the leafpwards the transcendent which

gives ecological ethics its deepest meaning. It needs educators capable of developing an ethics of
ecology, and helping people, through effective pedagogy, to growlidarity, responsibility and

carets,

There have beemqmany other influences fromthe ecologyand spiritual ecologycommunity, as
well as my own local community that have led to the development of this procesdNamely,
Rahamim Ecology Centrethe Sisters ofMercy, Pope Francis(Laudato Si) Thich Nhat Hahn,
Joanna MacyDavid Abram, Monica Gaglianand Robin Wall Kimmerer.

Locally, the Wiradjuri Elders, the River Yarnersthe members ofthe Bathurst Community
Climate Networkand my dear frierds, Sally Neavs, Alice Blackwoodand Jen Ringbauewho
are passionate environmental educators.

So, its high time we made friends withand loved just a little bit more,the plants in our lives,
all other plant kin and bring about the Planthroposcene.

1 From Wikipedia, the free encyclopediéps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus _sideroxylon
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18Pg.1640n Care for Our Common Home: The Encyclical Letter Laudato Si' Catholic M@bisignor Kevin W Irwin (2015)
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The nextsevenday process isa creaive way to help you do just this.

*** Note: If you live in an environment with a distinct lack of plant life. Use the lack of
plants here as theconsideration and contemplation. Complete th@rocess using the
small signs of plant lifeyou can find, but also contemplatéheir scarcity.

One artist who stays with the trouble this presents, is Australian artist Mandy
Martin1o,

She has been paintingnining industry landscapesfor over two decadesHer work is
distressing but beautiful and nvites us to deeply considerhow art and creative
practice can bring presence and awareness to the devastation of eartind the
climate.

Many Martin " STILL 3", 2019, Rment, Acrylié and oil on canvas50 X 50cm.

19 Mandy Martin http://mandymartinartist.com/
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Our dear friend Magaa demonstrateshow we will embark on thisprocess.

Day 1- Seed

Day 7- Fruit

Day 2- Roots

Day 3- Sem

Day 4- Leaf

Day 6- Pollinator

Day 5- Flower

@ircle; Eucalyptus sideroxylordby Pricilla Ambrosini 2021



