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Photosynthetic Visions is a research project investigating the climate emergency, plants and 
eco-art therapy techniques to encourage land and plant literacy among participants.   

This is a seven-day reflective process, using the premise of land as pedagogy and 

planthropocentric thinking. This process can be used and adapted by participants to deepen 

their relationship with their local eco-system and is for those wanting to learn how to fulfil 
their ecological function as humans and conspire with the vegetal world.  

In this research project, planthropocenic philosophy and practices are proposed as an 

antidote to anthropocentric thinking and behaviour and an alternative to technological 

solutions to climate change. The practical component of Photosynthetic Visions involves skill-

building in propagating plants, observational analysis of landscapes and creative techniques 
to root into the planthropocene.  

There will eventually be a final handmade version of Photosynthetic Visions including more 
artworks and poems by the author.  

 

 



Introduction 

The next week of contemplation is based on a different aspect of a fruiting plant  each day.  

This process was created in an effort to provide solace and healing from overwhelming grief 

and anxiety over the ongoing destruction of our living earth. We are living through the sixth 

mass extinction and a climate emergency that not only has dire consequences for humans but 

for much of life on earth. Some of us feel this deeply yet are often overwhelmed at the scale of 

the issues at play and the complexity of addressing them.  

After spending much time researching climate change and becoming frustrated at the 

slowness of governments, businesses and institutions to make the changes necessary to avert 

some of worst possible futures on a warming planet, personally I hit a wall.   

I knew all the things I should be doing as an individual to reduce my carbon footprint, but I 

had cared deeply for so long that the caring was starting to dry up and be replaced by lethargy 

mixed with moments of rage. This research project became a way to re-engage and get 

inspired once again with the beauty of this eco-system I find myself in.  

)Î ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȟ ) ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄȣ) ËÎÏ× ÓÏ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÌÁÎÔÓȦ Why was I never taught about the 

vegetal world? Yes, I always knew their significance but like many others I had always focused 

ÏÎ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓȟ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÕÍÁÎÓȢ -ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÕÍÁÎÓȟ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔȟ ×Å 

are seen as bad humans. So, this is entirely natural. Yet now, in the climate emergency we find 

ourselves in, this hyper focus on humans; what humans need and what humans want is taking 

us to a place of no return. Up to one million plant and animal species face extinction, many within 

decades, because of human activities1 This should be highly upsetting news to most people, yet, 

when we talk about environmental issues, it usually comes back to avoiding human suffering 

and finding technological solutions that allow us to live separate from natural rhythms and 

balances.   

Ȱ)Î %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ 5ÇÁÎÄÁȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅȢ !ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÇÁÍÂÌÅȢȱ /ÎÃÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 

God was wreaking revenge on her people for some mysterious wrongdoing, Constance now knew 

ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÕÎÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÁÂÌÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒȡ Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÔÉl I went to a meeting about climate 

change that I heard it was not God, but the rich people in the West who are doing this to us. We 

are asking that they stop or reduce (their emissions).2 ɀ Account of climate change witness 

Constance Okollet from Eastern Uganda, delivered at the UN Climate Summit 2009. 

A carbon footprint is the total amount of greenhouse gases (including carbon dioxide and 

methane) that are generated by our actions. 3 

Do you know your carbon footprint? Or that of your workplace or organisation?  

Chances are, that if you live in the United States, Australia, UK and Canada (An English 

language speaking country) you live in a place that has the highest carbon footprint per 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÁÌÓÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÒÉÃÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔȱȢ Australia has an average per 

person carbon footprint of 17 tonnes, followed by the US at 16.2 tonnes, and Canada at 15.6 

 
1 Article: 1 million species under threat of extinction because of humans, biodiversity report finds, by Denise Chow on May 6, 
2019. https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/1-million-species-under-threat-extinction-because-humans-report-finds-
ncna1002046  
2 tƎΦмс Ψ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΥ IƻǇŜ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ ōȅ aŀǊȅ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΦ όнлмуύ 
3 https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/carbon-footprint-calculator/  

https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/1-million-species-under-threat-extinction-because-humans-report-finds-ncna1002046
https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/1-million-species-under-threat-extinction-because-humans-report-finds-ncna1002046
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/carbon-footprint-calculator/


tonnes. This is more than 3 times higher than the global average, which in 2017 was 4.8 tonnes 

per person. 

In many of the poorest countries in Sub-Saharan Africa ɀ such as Chad, Niger and the Central 

African Republic ɀ the averaÇÅ ÆÏÏÔÐÒÉÎÔ ÉÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ τȢυ ÔÏÎÎÅÓ ÐÅÒ ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ υϊτ 

times lower than the USA, Australia and Canada. In just 2.3 days the average American or 

Australian emits as much as the average Malian or Nigerien in a year.4 

So really, Constance and many others around the world have every right to be angry at rich 

people like myself. Our lifestyles, love of travel, energy systems, industries and way of working 

is literally ki lling people in poorer nations and will displace and kill many more, while also 

wiping out whole species in the coming decades, if we continue. We should be doing 

everything we can to avert this crisis, change our carbon emitting ways and try to prevent the 

extinction of one million species, over the coming decades.  

Ȱ7Å ÎÅÅÄ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ ÎÅ× ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȣȢ We need to cooperate and work together and share the 

resources of the planet in a fair way. We need to start living within the planetary boundaries, 

focus on equity and take a few steps back for the sake of all living species. We need to protect the 

biosphere, the air, the oceans, the soil, the forests.  

This may sound very naive, but if you have done your homework then you know that we don't 

have any other choice. We need to focus every inch of our being on climate change, because if we 

fail to do so than all our achievements and progress have been for nothingȣBut this does not 

have to be. There is still time. According to the IPCC report we are about 11 years away from 

being in a position where we set off an irreversible chain reaction beyond human control.ȱ 5                                 

ɀ Greta Thunberg speaking at the European Economic and Social Committee, Brussels, 

February 21, 2019 

People like me, and possibly you too, need a Ȱ×ÈÏÌÅ ÎÅ× ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȱ. We cannot purchase 

ÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÎÅȟ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÌÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ȰÇÒÅÅÎȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÅÔÈÉÃÁÌȱ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÎÏ× 

available.  

One way of thinking I have begun to fall in love with, is the idea of the Planthroposcene, as 

proposÅÄ ÂÙ .ÁÔÁÓÈÁ -ÙÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȱ(Ï× ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÌÉÖÅÁÂÌÅ ×ÏÒÌÄÓȡ Ten (not-so-

easy) steps for life in the Planthroposceneȱ6.  

Perhaps you should read this article before going any further. (see reference below for the 

link) Myers playfully proposes a way out of the Anthropocene.  

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ Á ÓÐÅÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÐÅÌÌ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒÌÄÓȢ 

)ÔȭÓ time to cast another spell, to call other worlds into being, to conjure other worlds within this 

world. It is clear that the situation we find ourselves in now leaves us at the limits of language, 

and grasping at the edges of imagination. We need art, experiment and radical disruption to 

ÌÅÁÒÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅȟ ÆÅÅÌ ÁÎÄ ËÎÏ×Ȣȱ7 

 
4 Article: Where in the world do people emit the most CO2? by Hannah Ritchie, October 04, 2019. 
https://ourworldindata.org/per-capita-co2  
5 Audio: "You're acting like spoiled irresponsible children". Speech by Greta Thunberg, climate activist. 21/02/2019. Duration: 
10:04 minutes. Copyright: EU https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/videos/youre-acting-spoiled-irresponsible-children-
speech-greta-thunberg-climate-activist  
6 How to grow liveable worlds: Ten (not-so-easy) steps for life in the Planthroposcene by Natasha Myers,7 January 2021 
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/natasha-myers-how-to-grow-liveable-worlds:-ten-not-so-easy-step/11906548  
7 How to grow liveable worlds: Ten (not-so-easy) steps for life in the Planthroposcene by Natasha Myers,7 January 2021 
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/natasha-myers-how-to-grow-liveable-worlds:-ten-not-so-easy-step/11906548 

https://ourworldindata.org/per-capita-co2
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/videos/youre-acting-spoiled-irresponsible-children-speech-greta-thunberg-climate-activist
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/videos/youre-acting-spoiled-irresponsible-children-speech-greta-thunberg-climate-activist
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/natasha-myers-how-to-grow-liveable-worlds:-ten-not-so-easy-step/11906548
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/natasha-myers-how-to-grow-liveable-worlds:-ten-not-so-easy-step/11906548


The process created as part of this project, attempts to inhabit the Planthroposcene, by way 

of art and creative expression.  I am not entirely sure in this process; I was able to avoid 

anthropocentrism entirely. Planthropocentric thinking is a relatively new, rock scramble 

through bÕÓÈÌÁÎÄ ÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÇÕÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÍÏÏÎÌÉÇÈÔ ɉÁÓ ÏÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÐÁÔÈȱɊȢ )Æ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ÌÉËÅ ÆÕÎȟ 

then this process is for you, but really this process is for anyone who would like to fall in love 

with plants, to get to know them a little better and hopefully over time, learn how to sustain 

vegetal life. It involves tuning into to the plants, trees and landscapes around you, finding joy 

and solace in their chlorophyll, green, life-giving beauty.  

It  was a process created in Summer, so you may also want to also try this process in Summer. 

Each day we will consider a different part of the plant, from the seed to the fruit and each day 

I will share with you a story related to this part of the plant by a different writer. We will also 

embark on an eco-art activity to explore the themes and functions of this part of the plant.  

Let us begin with a particular  plant kin; Eucalyptus sideroxylon, commonly known as Mugga 

Ironbark or Red Ironbark. To the Wiradjuri people, on whose land I live, ki is known as Magaa.8 

Note: ThroughouÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÎÏÕÎ ȰËÉȱ ÁÎÄ 

ÔÈÅ ÐÌÕÒÁÌ ȰËÉÎȱȢ 2ÏÂÉÎ 7ÁÌÌÅÒ +ÉÍÍÅÒÅÒ ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ 

ÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÁÓ ȰÉÔȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÉÔÓȱȢ9  

In the English language, if we want to speak of that sugar maple or that salamander, 

ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÇÒÁÍÍÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÅÉÎÇÓ ÁÎ ȰÉÔȢȱ !ÎÄ ÉÆ ) ÃÁÌÌÅÄ 

ÍÙ ÇÒÁÎÄÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅ ÁÎ ȰÉÔȟȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 

ÓÏ ÒÕÄÅȟ ÒÉÇÈÔȩ !ÎÄ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÏÌÅÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÒ Íembers of our own species, but we 

ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏÌÅÒÁÔÅ ÉÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÁÙ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÏÆ 

ÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÉÎÇÓȟ ÉÓ ÁÓ ȰÉÔȢȱ )Î 0ÏÔÁ×ÁÔÏÍÉȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ 

inanimate, and it is impossible in our language to speak of other living beings as 

ȰÉÔȱÓȢ10 

7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÒÅÌÅÇÁÔÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÁÓ ÍÅÒÅ ȰÉÔȱȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÌÉÃÅÎÃÅ 

ÔÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ȰÉÔȱ, as a living being with needs and a right to exsistȢ ȰÉÔȱ ÉÓ 

something that us humans use and do what we like with. 

ȣthe languaÇÅ ÏÆ ȰÉÔȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅÓȟ ÄÉÓÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÆÉÅÓȟ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÂÕÔ 

think is at the root of a worldview that allows us to exploit nature. And by exploit, I 

mean in a way that really seriously degrades the land and the watersȣ11 

 In establishing planÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÁÓ ȰËÉȱ ÁÎÄ ȰËÉÎȱ ×Å ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÓ ÁÎÄ 

ourselves as equal players ÉÎ Á ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃȟ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ "Ù ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÉÎÇ ȰËÉȱ 

ÁÎÄ ȰËÉÎȱ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÁÎÉÍÁÔÅ ȰÉÔȱ ÏÆ 

non-living man-made things and the growing, breathing, sensing living plants and 

animals that once lost, cannot be replaced.  

)ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÁËÉȱ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅȟ which refers to land. And 

ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ×ÏÒÄ ɂ ȰÂÉÍÁÁÄÉÚÉÁËÉȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÅÌÄÅÒÓ ËÉÎÄÌÙ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ with 

 
8 Wiradjuri Plant Use in the Murrumbidgee Catchment. Compiled by Alice Williams and Tim Sides. Published by the Murrumbidgee 
Catchment Management Authority, Wagga Wagga. Copyright © State of New South Wales, 2008. 
https://archive.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/495261/archive-wiradjuri-plant-use.pdf  
9Podcast: On Being with Krista Tippett with Robin Wall Kimmerer. The Intelligence of Plants. Original Air Date: February 25, 2016. 
Text taken from transcript.  https://onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-of-plants/  
10 As above.  
11 As above.  

https://archive.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/495261/archive-wiradjuri-plant-use.pdf
https://onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-of-plants/


ÍÅȢ )Ô ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÁ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȢȱ "ÕÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÂÅ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÓÏÕÎÄ 

ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ ȰËÉȱȩ !ÎÄ ÕÓÅ ȰËÉȱ ÁÓ Á Ðronoun, a respectful pronoun 

ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ȰÈÅȟȱ ȰÓÈÅȟȱ ÏÒ ȰÉÔȟȱ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÅÎ )ȭÍ 

ÔÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÍÙ ÍÁÐÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÒÉÎÇÔÉÍÅȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ7ÅȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÈÁÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÃËÅÔ 

ÏÎ ËÉȢ +É ÉÓ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÍÁÐÌÅ ÓÙÒÕÐ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÐÒÉÎÇÔÉÍÅȢȱ 4ÈÉÓȟ then, of course, acknowledges 

the being-ÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÒÅÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÏÂÊÅÃÔȣȢ 

ȣ ȰËÉȟȱ ÉÓȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ Ȱ×ÈÏȱ ÉÎ 3ÐÁÎÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ &ÒÅÎÃÈȢ )Ô ÔÕÒÎÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȟ 

ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÅ ÐÒÏÎÕÎÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ȰÃÈÉȟȱ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÒÃÅȟ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȢ )ȭÍ 

finding lots of examples that people are bringing to me where this word also means 

a living being of the earth.  

ȣ ȰËÉÎȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÕÒÁÌ ÏÆ ȰËÉȢȱ 3Ï ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÅÓÅ ÆÌÙ ÏÖÅÒÈÅÁÄȟ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ+ÉÎ ÁÒÅ 

flying south for the winter. #ÏÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÓÏÏÎȢȱ 3Ï ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÔÉÍÅ ×Å ÓÐÅÁË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ 

world, we can embody our relatedness to them. 12 

I have chosen Magaa, to guide us through this process after much research and deliberation. 

Originally, I chose the weed Lactuca serriola because I feel that weeds are sorely 

misunderstood, but it turns out Lactuca serriola is self-ÐÏÌÌÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ work in this 

context because it was important to include a section on the pollinators. (Check the notes 

section on the last page to read about weeds.)  

Looking at other creature pollinator plants, led me to thinking  of plants and trees indigenous 

to Wiradjuri Country. The old trees who have been here, on this land a long time. There are 

many trees I love near my home but there is one who brings me so much joy and delight 

whenever ki is flowering, and this of course is Magaa. +ÉȭÓ red blossoms to me, are more of a 

joyful hot pink and so ki always stands out on a summer walk. Our beloved and critically 

endangered Regent Honey Eater is also a big fan. As you can see from the picture below.  

 

Photograph by Greg Roberts of the natural history blog, Sunshine Coast Birds. 13 

 
12 Podcast: On Being with Krista Tippett with Robin Wall Kimmerer. The Intelligence of Plants. Original Air Date: February 25, 2016. 
Text taken from transcript.  https://onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-of-plants/  
13 Blog: sunshinecoastbirds -A natural history blog by Greg Roberts, Sunshine Coast, Australia 
http://sunshinecoastbirds.blogspot.com/2018/04/regent-honeyeater-in-spotlight.html  

https://onbeing.org/programs/robin-wall-kimmerer-the-intelligence-of-plants/
http://sunshinecoastbirds.blogspot.com/2018/04/regent-honeyeater-in-spotlight.html


Magaa is a small to medium-sized tree that is endemic to eastern Australia. It has dark, deeply 

furrowed ironbark, lance-shaped adult leaves, flower buds in groups of seven, white, red, pink or 

creamy yellow flowers and cup-shaped to shortened spherical fruit.14 

-Ù ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÏÓÃÅÎÅ ÌÅÄ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȣHow 

can we as humans (rich persons in the west) work with all kinds of plants to radically shift our 

own perceptions and our eco-systems to prevent the worst effects of Climate Change? 

The aforementioned anthropologist, Natasha Myers asks us to name plants as our most 

powerful ally.15 Tim Flannery one of Australia's leading writers on climate change, names 

seaweed and large-scale seaweed farming as one of humanities best hopes for drawing carbon 

from the atmosphere to slow global warming. 16 

The vegetal world offers many solutions to our contemporary problems, if only we can grow 

our understanding of plants and their eco-systems. Sadly, unless you study science, ecology, 

agriculture, grew up with gardeners/farmers  or have indigenous heritage, the vegetal world 

is not part of our education. We are becoming plant and landscape illiterate. Which is odd 

when many of us are aware that we owe our very existence to plants.  

Plants provide humans with vital oxygen through photosynthesis and they are largely 

responsible for our food, clothing, medicine, and shelter. This relationship is hardly one-sided, 

in return humans expel carbon dioxide and disperse seeds, so plants can reproduce and thrive. 

You would think that given we owe our existence to plants; we would be more grateful for the 

gifts they give us or acknowledge the partnership through understanding them better.  

The next 7 days are designed to help you connect with the plants in your neighbourhood, learn 

about them and to observe and better understand them, their needs and their gifts. Myers 

would call this, learning how to co-conspire with them17 and Pope Francis would consider this 

to be environmental education. 

Environmental education should facilitate making the leap towards the transcendent which 

gives ecological ethics its deepest meaning. It needs educators capable of developing an ethics of 

ecology, and helping people, through effective pedagogy, to grow in solidarity, responsibility and 

care18.  

There have been many other influences from the ecology and spiritual ecology community, as 

well as my own local community that have led to the development of this process. Namely, 

Rahamim Ecology Centre, the Sisters of Mercy, Pope Francis (Laudato Si), Thich Nhat Hahn, 

Joanna Macy, David Abram, Monica Gagliano and Robin Wall Kimmerer.  

Locally, the Wiradjuri Elders, the River Yarners, the members of the Bathurst Community 

Climate Network and my dear friends, Sally Neaves, Alice Blackwood and Jen Ringbauer who 

are passionate environmental educators.  

So, itȭs high time we made friends with and loved just a little bit more, the plants in our lives, 

all other plant kin and bring about the Planthroposcene.  

 
14 From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_sideroxylon  
15 ΨIƻǿ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƭƛǾŜŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΥ ¢Ŝƴ όƴƻǘ-so-easy) steps ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻǎŎŜƴŜΩ ōȅ bŀǘŀǎƘŀ aȅŜǊǎΦ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ 
www.abc.net.au/. Thursday 7 January 2021.  
16 Ψ/ŀƴ ǎŜŀǿŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŎǳǊō Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎΚΩ ¢ŜŘ ¢ŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ¢ƛƳ CƭŀƴƴŜǊȅΦ  
17 ΨIƻǿ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƭƛǾŜŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘs: Ten (not-so-Ŝŀǎȅύ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻǎŎŜƴŜΩ ōȅ bŀǘŀǎƘŀ aȅŜǊǎΦ tublished on 
www.abc.net.au/. Thursday 7 January 2021. 
18 Pg.164 On Care for Our Common Home: The Encyclical Letter Laudato Si' Catholic Church, Monsignor Kevin W Irwin (2015) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus_sideroxylon
http://www.abc.net.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/


 

The next seven-day process is a creative way to help you do just this.  

 

***  Note: If you live in an environment with a distinct lack of plant life. Use the lack of 

plants here as the consideration and contemplation. Complete the process using the 

small signs of plant life you can find, but also contemplate their scarcity.  

One artist who stays with the trouble this presents, is Australian artist Mandy 

Martin19.  

She has been painting mining industry landscapes for over two decades. Her work is 

distressing but beautiful and invites us to deeply consider how art and creative 

practice can bring presence and awareness to the devastation of earth and the 

climate.  

Many Martin " STILL 3", 2019, Pigment, Acrylic and oil on canvas, 50 X 50 cm. 

 

 

 
19 Mandy Martin. http://mandymartinartist.com/  

http://mandymartinartist.com/


Our dear friend Magaa, demonstrates how we will embark on this process. 

 

 

          Day 1 - Seed  

 

          Day 7 - Fruit  

Day 2 - Roots  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 - Stem 

 

 

 

      Day 4 - Leaf 

 

 

 

 

Day 6 - Pollinator  

 

  

Day 5 - Flower  

 

 

ȬCircle; Eucalyptus sideroxylonȭ by Pricilla Ambrosini 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 


