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The title of my painting is ‘Reclaiming Place: Continuing the Story’. The young boy is an
Australian Aborigine from the area of Lockhart River in far north Queensland. His is a
culture in which every living thing is family, all of the earth is sacred and everything is
connected. | have tried to capture his sense of purpose and of hope, in spite of the many
atrocities committed against Australian Aborigines and their displacement from land, culture
and peoples. The rich brown and red colours of his skin convey the deep connection the
indigenous people of Australia have with the earth — their place and their home.

The skill of drumming is becoming a lost art for these people, like so many other aspects of
their culture. The young boy learning to play the drum gives a voice to all the indigenous
children of Australia and all the displaced children of our world, in his determination to
capture a lost art, to continue to tell the story of his people and reclaim their connection with
earth and culture.

How do we support the displaced children of our world in the telling of their stories and their
search for a place to call home?
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