
“If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy, don’t hesitate. Give in to it.

There are plenty of lives and whole towns destroyed or about to be. We are

not wise, and not very often kind. And much can never be redeemed. Still, life

has some possibility left. Perhaps this is its way of fighting back, that

sometimes something happens better than all the riches or power in the world.

It could be anything, be very likely you notice it in the instant when love

begins. Anyway, that’s often the case. Anyway, whatever it is, don’t be afraid

of its plenty. Joy is not made to be a crumb."

Mary Oliver “Don’t Hesitate” from Swan: Poems and Prose Poems
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GREETINGS FROM THE MERCY GLOBAL

ACTION OFFICE!

As we open our hearts to the beauty of this hope-filled season, Mercy Global

Action wishes you and your loved ones every blessing this Christmas and into the

New Year.
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THEMATIC AREAS
Displacement of Persons

'Hope in a Time of Pandemic - Responding to COVID-19 through a Mercy Lens' issue spotlight - Violence

The global pandemic has highlighted not just a health crisis, but also

a social, political, environmental and economic crisis. ’Hope in a

Time of Pandemic: Responding to COVID -19 through a Mercy

Lens’ has revealed a number of significant issues that have come to

the fore. One of these issues is violence, and in particular, violence

against women and girls. 

Family violence, already a significant global problem prior to the

pandemic, has been exacerbated during this time. As many

community services and educational institutions have closed and

families have been rendered isolated due to lockdown measures, the

experience of family violence has increased across the globe.

Perpetrators of violence are seen to be taking advantage of this

isolation and separation. 

Likewise, there is seen to be a greater risk of human trafficking as

loss of employment, increased poverty, lockdowns, travel restrictions

and online interactions leave women and girls more vulnerable to

being coerced by traffickers. Advocates such as Mercy Efforts for

Child Protection against trafficking with the Hospitality and Service

Sectors (MECPATHS) argue for more collaboration and

conversation about these increasing hidden realities.

Girl children are also at higher risk of exploitation. This is because

the longer they are out of school, the less likely it is they will return.

This is especially true in places where economic struggles are rife

and women and girls feel compelled to earn money for their families.

UN experts have also expressed concerns of child labour and child

marriage, and call on States to increase child protection

measures during the pandemic. 

As the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence are

soon to begin, we encourage the Mercy World to be part of the

action for change. The Mercy World continues to strive to

eliminate gender-based violence and human trafficking by

addressing the lack of prevention, access to services and other

social protections. The Mercy World seeks to empower women

and girls to strengthen their capacities to claim their rights.  

What has been revealed in terms of violence?

The Mercy World continues to be of service to vulnerable

populations, especially women who are experiencing violence

Click here to read the complete article.

https://www.mercyworld.org/newsroom/hope-in-a-time-of-pandemic-issue-spotlight-9-violence/


Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity

of extreme weather events which have a great impact on

access to quality sanitation services. Weather events, such

as storms, flooding and droughts, threaten sanitation

systems by contaminating water or causing water

scarcity. Extreme weather events can also seriously

damage the infrastructure which provides sanitation

services, exposing public health to infectious diseases. As

the global climate crisis continues to accelerate and

extreme weather events become less predictable, the

provision of functional, climate-resilient toilets, which

safely treat and dispose of human waste, needs to be a top

priority of UN Member States in order to protect human

health, safety and dignity at all levels of society.

MGA strives to raise awareness and tackle issues related

to sustainable sanitation and climate change across the

globe. To read the complete article click here. 

THEMATIC AREAS
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degradation of earth

MGA celebrates World Toilet Day 2020

On November 19th, we celebrate World Toilet Day 2020 to encourage the implementation of policies which

increase access to sanitation and call to end the practice of open-air defecation. The celebration raises awareness

of the 4.2 billion people living without access to safely managed sanitation facilities across the globe. This

year’s theme is ‘sustainable sanitation and climate change’, highlighting the need for urgent action to tackle the

global sanitation crisis which is being exacerbated by the climate emergency

The human right to water and sanitation is a core concern across the Mercy World. Access to water and quality

sanitation facilities are essential to stop the spread of infectious diseases such as COVID-19, cholera, diarrhoea

and typhoid. This year marks the beginning of the Decade of Action which calls for accelerated measures to

implement the extensively negotiated Declaration of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In 2014,

MGA strongly engaged in the advocacy efforts for the inclusion of the human right to water and sanitation in

the 2030 Agenda, along with the NGO Mining Working Group. This successfully resulted in the inclusion of a

stand alone goal, SDG 6, to “ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.”

https://www.mercyworld.org/newsroom/mercy-global-action-celebrates-world-toilet-day-2020/
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THROUGH OUR 

ECOSOC EYES...

AT THE UNITED NATIONS

MGA's  16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence

On November 25, the UN Commemorated the International

Day of Eliminating Violence against Women.  This day marks

the beginning of the 16 days of activism against Gender-Based

Violence which takes place every year beginning on

November 25 and ending on December 10, Human Rights

Day. To participate in MIA Global Action’s advocacy for

these days, join us on twitter at @MIAGlobalAction.

The pandemic has exacerbated and brought to the forefront

the systemic and deeply entrenched economic and societal

inequalities that are among the root causes of human

trafficking. Human Traffickers prey on those who are

experiencing  vulnerabilities , such as insecure housing,

unemployment, displacement, domestic and family

violence to name a few. For many who experience human

trafficking, it is not a random act of exploitation, but rather

an experience of further discrimination and victimisation.

Many NGO’s have reported an increase in domestic violence

during this time of pandemic and are concerned about the

rights of workers within the informal economy, especially

domestic workers who find themselves in even more

precarious circumstances now. The risk of debt bondage is

even further escalated by loan sharks who promise low

interest loans at a time when people are desperate for some

form of income.  Traffickers can operate with virtual

impunity, since much of their activity is hidden from the

public domain.This means a vulnerable population has now

become even more exposed to the risk of severe exploitation

as they try to identify means to secure their livelihoods.

Children experiencing marginalisation are also considered to

be at further risk of human trafficking. School closures to

prevent the spread of infection, have further isolated and

precluded some children from community connectedness and

safety. This is of great concern in developing countries,

particularly in the rural areas, whereby isolation can already

be a struggle. Concerns of online sexual exploitation have

also been raised by the international NGO community, given

the increased use of information technology.

https://trello.com/c/6qTIzj8Z/18-infographic
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(MELF 2019-2020)
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1 December - World AIDS Day

2 December - World Day for the Abolition of Slavery

3 December - International Day of Persons with Disabilities

5 December - World Soil Day

5 December - International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social

Development

9 December - International Anti-Corruption Day

9 December  - International Day Commemoration and Dignity of the

Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime 

10 December -  Human Rights Day 

11 December - International Mountain Day

12 December - International Day of Neutrality

12 December - International Universal Health Coverage Day

18 December  - International Migrants Day 

20 December - International Human Solidarity Day 

Mercy International Association (MIA) maintains a comprehensive and up to date website and produces an
informative weekly e-newsletter (MercyeNews).

Visit our website to discover more about MIA and our global activities: www.mercyworld.org
Subscribe to our e-newsletter to learn about our vision in action and the ministries carried out by our member

congregations: www.mercyworld.org/subscribe

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  A N D

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A Y S

useful resources
Franciscans International: Tearing down

the wall -  Challenging Myths about

Migration from a Human Rights

Perspective

Secretary-General Report on the

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and

Regular Migrationon Perspective

Sr Carmen Rosa on Fratelli Tutti and

Migration of Persons

https://franciscansinternational.org/fileadmin/media/2020/Global/Publications/ENG_Tearing_Down_the_Walls.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OX6nkclKBts
https://franciscansinternational.org/resources/publications/global/tearing-down-the-walls/
https://franciscansinternational.org/resources/publications/global/tearing-down-the-walls/
https://franciscansinternational.org/resources/publications/global/tearing-down-the-walls/
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/75/542
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OX6nkclKBts

