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 N e w  B e g i n n i n g s :
D e c e m b e r  1 2 t h ,  1 8 3 1  w a s  a  d a y  o f  n e w  b e g i n n i n g s  f o r  M e r c y .
E a r l i e r  t h a t  d a y  C a t h e r i n e  M c A u l e y ,  A n n a  M a r i a  D o y l e  a n d
E l i z a b e t h  p r o f e s s e d  t h e i r  v o w s  a s  t h e  f i r s t  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y .  
C a t h e r i n e  v o w e d :
“ I ,  S i s t e r  C a t h e r i n e  M c A u l e y ,  c a l l e d  i n  r e l i g i o n  M a r y  C a t h e r i n e  d o
v o w  a n d  p r o m i s e  t o  G o d  p e r p e t u a l  P o v e r t y ,  \ c h a s t i t y  a n d
O b e d i e n c e  a n d  t o  p e r s e v e r e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  l i f e  i n  t h e
c o n g r e g a t i o n  c a l l e d  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e
v i s i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i c k  p o o r ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p o o r
f e m a l e s … .  ( S u l l i v a n  e d .  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  L e t t e r  1 2 )
Re f l e c t i on
T a k e  s o m e  t i m e  t o  r e v i s i t  t h e  d a y  t h a t  y o u  c o m m i t t e d  y o u r s e l f  t o
M e r c y  b e  i t  a s  a  S i s t e r ,  a n  A s s o c i a t e  o r  a  M i n i s t r y  C o m p a n i o n … .

F o r  F o u n d a t i o n  D a y  2 0 2 3  - w e  o f f e r  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  r e a d i n g s
a n d  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  b e l o w :

Candle, Mercy Cross,  Images of Mercy Ministry as centrepiece

Quiet reflective music or hymn of choice to gather in 



T h e  J o u r n e y  t o  F o u n d a t i o n  D a y :
 C a t h e r i n e ’ s  j o u r n e y  t o  f o u n d i n g  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  s i s t e r s  w a s  a
“ d e c i s i o n  w h i c h  w a s  f o r  h e r  t h e  m o s t  d e m a n d i n g  b u t  u n a n t i c i p a t e d
d e c i s i o n  o f  h e r  l i f e ”   ( S u l l i v a n  T h e  P a t h  o f  M e r c y  p g  9 1 )

R e a d i n g :  A n  e x t r a c t  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  o f  M a r y  A n n  D o y l e  t o  M a r y  C l a r e
A u g u s t i n e  M o o r e ,  1 8 4 4 :  

“ W e  h a d  m u c h  c o n s o l a t i o n  i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  k i n d n e s s  w h i c h  t h e  R e v d .
g e n t l e m e n  o f  S t .  T e r e s a ’ s  C h u r c h  a l w a y s  e n v i n c e d  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  V e r y  R e v d .  R e d m o n d  O ’ H a n l o n .  T h e  H o u s e  w a s  s t i l l
g e t t i n g  o n  w o n d e r f u l l y —  s c h o o l ,  H o u s e  o f  M e r c y ,  a n d  t h e  p o o r  s i c k  a l l
w e l l  a t t e n d e d  t o ,  s i s t e r s  i n c r e a s i n g .
I t  w a s  t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i n g s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l e d  u n l e s s
s o m e  s e r v e d  a  r e g u l a r  n o v i c i a t e .  T h e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  R e v d .  M o t h e r ’ s
b e c o m i n g  a  r e l i g i o u s  w e r e  n o w  r e m o v e d .  A p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  R o m e
f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e r v e  a  N o v i c e s h i p  i n  a n  e n c l o s e d  o r d e r ,  w h i c h  w a s
g r a n t e d  a n d  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  f a v o u r .  W e  h a d  t h e n  1 2  s i s t e r s .
A p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  G e o r g e ’ s  H i l l .  T h e y  k i n d l y  c o n s e n t e d  t o  r e c e i v e
u s .
O n  t h e  8 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 3 0  w e  l e f t  B a g g o t  S t .  T h e  S i s t e r  c h o s e n  t o
c o m e  w i t h  [ u s ]  w a s  a  s a i n t l y  c r e a t u r e .  R e v d .  M o t h e r  w e n t  t h r o u g h  h e r
n o v i c i a t e  i n  a  m o s t  e d i f y i n g  m a n n e r ;  h e r  c h e e r f u l n e s s  w a s  t h e  a d m i r a t i o n
o f  a l l ,  t h o ’  s h e  h a d  m u c h  c a r e  o n  h e r  m i n d ,  s t i l l  d i r e c t i n g  B a g g o t  S t . ,  a n d
s u f f e r e d  m u c h  f r o m  a  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  g u m s  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e .
F o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  s h e  w a s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  i n d u l g e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t ,  b u t  a
c h a n g e  o f  S u p e r i o r s  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  s h e  w a s  p u t  u n d e r  a  y o u n g  a n d  v e r y
s t r i c t  M i s t r e s s  o f  N o v i c e s .  S h e  t h e n  w e n t  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  h u m b l e  d u t y  w i t h
p l e a s u r e ,  a s s i s t e d  m e  i n  t h e  s a c r i s t y ,  s w e p t ,  s e r v e d  i n  r e f e c t o r y ,  a n d
e v e r y  o t h e r  h u m b l e  o f f i c e .
O u r  N o v i c e s h i p  w a s  s e v e r e ,  b e i n g  o n l y  o n e  y e a r . … . . T h e r e  w a s  s o m e
d i f f i c u l t y  r e g a r d i n g  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  a s  o u r  v o w s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s
t h e s e  m a d e  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e y  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  M o s t
R e v d .  D r .  M u r r a y ,  w h o  r e m o v e d  i t  b y  t h e  f o r m  o f  v o w  w h i c h  h e  p r o p o s e d .
H e  c a m e  h i m s e l f  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  e x a m i n e d  u s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  t h e  n e w  o r d e r  “ w e  a r e  a b o u t  t o  e r e c t
c a l l e d  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  M e r c y . ”
T h e  p r o f e s s i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h e  1 2 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 8 3 1 .  T h e  r e c e p t i o n
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o n  t h e  f e a s t  o f  t h e  C o n c e p t i o n  b u t
b e i n g  t h e  f e a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  C o n c e p t i o n ,  h i s  G r a c e  c o u l d  n o t
a t t e n d . S o o  a f t e r  t h e  c e r e m o n y  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a g g o t  S t  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y



 Intercessions: 

Our response is “Compassionate God, pour out your mercy
upon them.”
For those most vulnerable to oppression or neglect,
especially women and children, we
pray: [R]
For all who seek a kind word, a gentle compassionate look or
the patient hearing of their
sorrows, we pray: [R]
For the poor, the sick, and those in need of knowledge and
wisdom, we pray: [R]
For our sisters, associates, partners in ministry, friends and
benefactors throughout the
world, that on this feast we may experience our oneness in
Mercy, we pray: [R]
For peace in our world, for all who are in danger: we pray: [R]

O u r  l i f e  i n  M e r c y
E p h e s i a n s  4 : 1 - 6  
I  t h e r e f o r e  b e g  y o u  t o  l e a d  a  l i f e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  c a l l i n g  t o  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e
b e e n  c a l l e d ,  w i t h  a l l  h u m i l i t y  a n d  g e n t l e n e s s ,  w i t h  p a t i e n c e ,  b e a r i n g  w i t h
o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  l o v e ,  m a k i n g  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e
S p i r i t  i n  t h e  b o n d  o f  p e a c e .  T h e r e  i s  o n e  b o d y  a n d  o n e  S p i r i t ,  j u s t  a s  y o u
w e r e  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  o n e  h o p e  o f  y o u r  c a l l i n g ,  o n e  L o r d ,  o n e  f a i t h ,  o n e
b a p t i s m ,  o n e  G o d  a n d  F a t h e r  o f  a l l ,  w h o  i s  a b o v e  a l l  a n d  t h r o u g h  a l l  a n d
i n  a l l .

Soon after the ceremony we returned to Baggot St. accompanied by Revd. Dr. Blake who said
as we were coming that the Order of Mercy should be dated from that day. Before we left the
convent, he, in the presence of the Superioress, congratulated us on the manner in which we
spent our noviciate, what edification we had given, and hoped we would infuse the same spirit
to those to whom we were returning”.
Reflection:
What started you on your journey to Mercy?
Recall the twists and turns in your own journey – what sustained you? What sustains you now?


