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Jesus' Birth (Luke 2:1-20) Lectionary - Christmas Midnight and Dawn 

 
 
1. During that time a decree was issued by Caesar 
Augustus to have the whole empire registered. 2. This 
was the first registration. It happened while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3. Everyone went to be registered 
in one's own city. 4. Since he was from the house and 
lineage of David, Joseph also went up from Galilee to 
Judea, from the town of Nazareth to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, 5. to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed. She was pregnant. 6. While they were there, 
the time for her delivery arrived. 7. She gave birth to her 
first-born son. She wrapped him in cloth strips. She 
placed him in a manger because they had no place in 
the lodging area. S. There were shepherds in the same 
area. They were in the open fields keeping watch at night 
over their flock. 9. An angel of the Lord came and stood 
by them. The glory of the Lord shone around them. They 
were terrified. 10. The angel said to them, "Fear no 
longer! I am announcing to you good news that will be a 
great joy for all the people. 11. Today in the city of David 
a savior was born for you. He is Lord Messiah. 12. Here 
is a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in cloth 
strips and lying in a manger." 13.   Immediately a crowd 
of the heavenly army joined the angel, praising God. 
They said, 14. "Glory in the highest places to God! On 
Earth, peace for God's favored persons!" 15. As the 
angels withdrew into heaven, the shepherds said to each 
other, "Let us go to Bethlehem and see this ac-

complished word (rhēma = word-deed) that the Lord 
made known to us." 16. They went quickly. They found 
Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. 17. 
When they had seen, they spoke publicly concerning the 
word (word-deed) that had been spoken to them about 
this little child. 18. Everyone who heard was astonished 
at the things told them by the shepherds. 19. Mary 
preserved all these words (word-deed), pondering them 
in her heart. 20. The shepherds went back, glorifying and 
praising God for everything they had heard and seen, just 
as had been spoken to them. (L.T. Johnson Trans.) 

 

Emphasis on “place” (1:7) 

Social world: 

   Guest House – elites 

   no place for them 

    

 What is the significance of place?  
 

Is Luke inviting us to go deeper? 

  

Is Luke inviting the well-to-do of 

his Christian community, and 

Christians today, to consider those 

among whom Jesus cast his lot - the 

poor and outcasts?  
 

Is the Christian community being 

called to conversion?  
 

Maybe, the lodging area of the well-

to-do, the wealthy and the powerful 

was not a suitable place for the birth 

of this child.   
 

Why are they traveling? 

    Political reasons 

    Economic reasons 

Manger - mentioned three times 

Points to the life of Jesus 

A place of life, nurture and food. 

Food, meals and the place of 

eating feature in his public 

ministry. Ministry of hospitality, 

the isolated and socially excluded 

welcomed. 

Ecological connection 

  Manger made of stone  

  peasant houses usually only 

one room. (Cf.  Mt 5:1) 

Family lived and slept at one 

end, often raised.  

 Animals occupied the other 

end. Often consisted of a 

cave against which the house 

was built. Manger placed in 

between the two ends. 

 Manger links Jesus to the 

land, the human and the 

other-than-human worlds. 

 
 

 

 

 Creating Word of God  

rhēma = word-deed  

(1:37; 2:15, 17, 19; 2:51) 

 

Jesus Connects: 

 cosmological spheres 

 urban  

 rural poor 

 landless 
 

“wrapped in cloth strips” (2;7; 2:12) 

 Later Clothing of Jesus:  

8:44 

9:29 

23:11 

23:53 

24:12 

 Link with Earth 

 Sign 
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Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2012.  


