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Seeking asylum is a legal right for all
individuals. Everyone has the right to
seek and to enjoy in other countries
asylum from persecution.

The Importance of
Documentation in
Accessing Rights

Although the question of
identification and documentation is
conceptually distinct from legal status
in a country, it is increasingly
inseparable in practice. At the most
basic level, a person lacking identity
documents cannot travel through
legal channels, which increases a
person’s vulnerability.

If registration and identification
procedures are not implemented with
rigor and integrity, people may face
greater difficulties proving their

Refugee, migrant, asylum-seeker,
undocumented, citizen, or stateless
does not reflect a person’s whole
identity.

The Need for Regular
Pathways and Paths to
Permanency

Many migrants remain limited in
their options to migrate safely,
regularize their status, orin an
irregular situation. Without safe and
dignified regular pathways,
migrants are often left with only
precarious and irregular migration
options. Others may be granted a
temporary stay in a country and
then be left unable to adjust to
permanent status, leaving them in
limbo and unable to access
education and employment
opportunities.

Breaking Boundaries: A Mercy Response to People on the Move



