
Fostering Justice and Peace

Scripture: Psalm 104:24-30

Pope Francis reminds us that the environment is a responsibility of every Christian. In July 2022 at the Vatican

Conference on Resilience and Climate Change, Pope Francis urged all nations to work together to reduce their carbon

emissions and adapt to climate change. Pope Francis said “Everything is connected,” reminding world leaders, “In

working together, men and women of goodwill can address the scale and complexity of the issues that lie before us,

protect the human family and God’s gift of creation from climate extremes, and foster the goods of justice and peace.”

O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. Yonder

is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great. There go the

ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. These all look to you to give them their food in due season; when

you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. When you hide your

face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When you send forth

your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground.

"The phenomenon of
climate change has
become an emergency
that no longer remains
at the margins of society.
Instead, it has assumed a
central place, reshaping
not only industrial and
agricultural systems but
also adversely affecting
the global human family,
especially the poor and
those living on the
economic peripheries of
our world."

Pope Francis

SEASON OF CREATION
Prayer for God's Gift of the Earth

MERCY INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Quiet Reflection

What does it mean to be protectors of creation? How can we address climate change and environmental degradation?

How do we care for creation and by doing so show gratitude to God?



Universal Prayer

Closing Blessing

We pray, in this month of creation time, that You teach us to see Your footprints in the beauty of creation. Inspire us
to respect the rights of all people and all living species to share in Your gifts today, and to be always mindful of those
who come after us:
        May we respond with Mercy in both contemplation and action. 

We pray that we may gain a deeper appreciation of the beauty and diversity of all that You have created. Help us to
listen to the voice of creation, to understand how deeply interconnected we are with each other and the natural world:
         May we respond with Mercy in both contemplation and action.  

We pray for the courage to change our ways and to live a life that is not centred exclusively on ourselves but on the
needs of others including the earth:
         May we respond with Mercy in both contemplation and action. 

Lord, grant us the wisdom to care for the earth and till it.
Help us to act now for the good of future generations
and all your creatures.
Help us to become instruments of a new creation,
founded on the covenant of your love.
Amen.

Prayer for Our Earth

All powerful God,

you are present in the universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with your peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned

and forgotten of this earth,

so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty,

not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle,

for justice, love and peace.

From Laudato Si' ,  Prayer for Our Earth

Irish Catholic Bishops Conference, A Call to Action for Climate Justice
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